Kiln People by David Brin

Not enough time in the day  for you?  Imagine if you could temporarily clone yourself—Just think what you could get done!  That’s what the population has done in David Brin’s novel Kiln People.

This science-fiction novelist has developed a complete world in the future where all people can make cheap copies of themselves.  This is how it is done:  First you figure out how many you will be needing, for, say the upcoming week and what tasks they will be doing.  You order the appropriate grade of clay necessary.  Standard is a peptide-soaked gray, but different colors denote different abilities:  greens clean, ebonies are brainy, whites are for pleasure, etc.  It arrives as a doughy humanoid shape which you store in a freezer until needed.  Then, that morning, for instance, when you are getting ready for your day, you place the clay in the copier, you lie in the connecting contraption, and your “standing wave” is imprinted into the clay where it becomes another you, with your appearance and a lot of your personality.  You have been “roxed” (as in Xerox).  And you send the “ditto” out to do some things for you.  The interesting complication is that the clay contains cells that are pre-energized for one day:  As the ditto ages, entropy seeps in and it is absolutely driven to return home and download its day’s experience to the person who created it.

Now, you are probably of a practical nature and are thinking what you could use a ditto for:  shovel snow, go grocery shopping, cook.  Okay, but think a little further out—how about ski off a cliff no sane person would attempt?  You’d get all the experience and feeling, none of the consequences.  Your ditto could eat all the food it cooked—you’d get the experience, the tastes, but none of the calories.  And I am not even going to talk about your private life!

The ditto always knows he is a copy and knows the great recycling vat awaits him after 24 hours.  And you know what happens when a sentient being contemplates his end—he wants more!  A growing movement develops in the book, assisted by some revolutionary emerging technological innovations which deeply involve our hero, Albert Morris, a detective specializing in copyright violations, a hotly contested field in this high-tech, high stakes world.  His line of work and his independent-minded dittoes place him in the center of this innovative and witty science fiction extrapolation.
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